Inner-Syrian attempt to bridge conflict: devolution
Multi-sided group proposes constitutional principle

From April 27-29, 2016, more than two dozens Syiaith diverse affiliations met in Austria’s PedCastle
Schlaining. They intended to explore routes to@as@ontract which would need to accompany a dease
tackling the underlying conflicts of the civil warhe main conclusion: decentralization.

The “All Syrian Consultation on the future ConstitutiminSyria” took place under the auspices of the
international Peace in Syriainitiative. The latter was set up in the earlggs of the conflict when the
popular revolt was already showing substantivessafrturning into a civil war with an increasingctgian
momentum. It has been based on the principle obsipg foreign intervention and defending the righself-
determination. From the very inception we sharedvibw of many Syrians that militarization will dei
sectarianism and vice versa. We wanted to lendtfopin to all those searching for a political smuatin the
triangle of historically diverging interests thesasl regime proved to be unable to reconcile: TheSslamic
pole with its political aspirations. The Kurdishndagnds for national self-determination. The secideres
based on a bloc of all those components fearingi¢zblislam and often claiming the heritage of paiabism.

Along the yearsPeace in Syriahas been endeavouring several events ranging ‘fedinsides conventions,
over a delegation to Syria to separate meetings tvé warring sides respectively their civil sogiet
environment.

Centre of gravity of the recent conference wagdibeussion on elements of a constitution being @etde to a
vast majority of all or at least the main composesftsociety. Though this time the more extremepdiom
both sides stayed away, the event neverthelessambaenide range: from Sunni sheikhs close to tlaend,
over Kurds from both sides of the political dividieftists of different shades some continuing tmdtfor a
reform of the regime from within, several confessilbgroups, to members of ltilabyrian National Coalitioh
It is the first time that the emerging document basn signed by all participants representingangtr
compromise.

The discussions revolved around the meaning ofrdieadesation and its possible application in refeeto
Kurdish right, to parliament and to the presider®gside the rights of equal citizenship regardtdsny
affiliation the concept of collective rights of itkty groups (national, ethnic, confessional et@3 been
discussed. Women'’s rights including a quota fourartway into the declaration while the relatiomshi
between religious and civil personal law was relegao further deliberations.

The quintessence condensed by a foreign obsemeoniving central power down to the multi-layeredian
overlapping components of society is the way to e broken fabric of society and reconstructameti
unity. It is the precondition to a peace whichas$ only based on dividing the cake between theorejiand
global powers but there the Syrian people maintaioertain say and has at least some of the detiwoanal
social demands realised.

All participants, first of all the Syrian as wel ¢he international organising committee, are aoeedl that this
initiative should continue to give its contributitmelaborate a social contract which eventuallghhbe
decided upon in the frame of a constituent assembly
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